Decision support software for dementia diagnosis and management in primary care: relevance and potential.
Dementia, which affects a large and growing number of older people, presents particular challenges to primary care. There is an acknowledged need to develop interventions that address practitioners' needs for information and guidance regarding the diagnosis and management of dementia. This paper examines the potential usefulness and constraints of a Computer Decision Support System (CDSS) to assist practitioners in diagnosing and managing dementia. Questionnaire information was obtained from 97 primary care practitioners regarding their current practice and views on dementia care, priority given to training and familiarity with computer use. Implications of these findings for the relevance and value of CDSS are discussed. The paper is part of a larger ongoing study, the aim of which is the evaluation of three educational interventions for primary care practitioners.